180     CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"

Perhaps a letter of this nature, sent to so reasonable a
man as Crassus, might have put him upon Examining into
himself, and correcting that little sordid appetite, so utterly
inconsistent with all pretences to a hero. A youth in the
heat of blood may plead with some shew of reason, that he
is not able to subdue his lusts \ An ambitious man may use
the same arguments for his love of power, or perhaps other
arguments to justify it. But, excess of avarice hath neither
of these pleas to offer; it is not to be justified, and cannot
pretend temptation for excuse : Whence can the temptation
come? Reason disclaims it altogether, and it cannot be
said to lodge in the blood, or the animal spirits. So that I
conclude, no man of true valour and true understanding,
upon whom this vice has stolen unawares, when he is con-
vinced he is guilty, will suffer it to remain in his breast an
hour.